Medical Missionaries

9590 Surveyor Ct.

Manassas, VA  20110

703-361-5116

Medical Missionaries Chapters

**

What Is Medical Missionaries?

Medical Missionaries is a group of volunteer doctors, nurses, and support people who work with the poorest of the poor around the world, with a concentration on the border of Haiti and the Dominican Republic.  They provide the poor with health care, food, potable water, and clothing.  They do this without salary, using their own money to pay for the trips they take to serve the poor.  Medical Missionaries gathers medicines, medical supplies, and medical equipment from doctors, hospitals, pharmaceutical firms and others along the Eastern seaboard, stores them at its warehouse in Bristow, Virginia, sorts them, and prepares them for shipping to the poor in more than 37 countries throughout the world.
What is A Medical Missionaries Chapter?
A Medical Missionaries Chapter is a group of individuals who want to support the mission and work of Medical Missionaries.  Chapters spread the word about Medical Missionaries, raise funds to support our work, and expand the Medical Missionaries volunteer force.

What Do Medical Missionaries Chapters Do?
Medical Missionaries Chapters help support the work of Medical Missionaries in several ways:

· Learn the story of Medical Missionaries (who we are, how we started, where we work, who we serve, what it costs to serve them, how volunteers fit in), and keep abreast of our activities

· Hold information meetings to inform others about the work of Medical Missionaries

· Organize volunteer groups to join with others in helping the poor in the United States and other parts of the world

· Raise funds to support the work of Medical Missionaries and specific projects such as nutrition programs for the malnourished or water filtration systems to overcome the health effects of contaminated water

How Do We Form A Medical Missionaries Chapter?
There are four steps to forming a Medical Missionaries Chapter:

1. Organize a group of individuals who are interested in helping the poorest of the poor in many parts of the world.

2. Invite a Medical Missionaries speaker to address the group and describe the work of Medical Missionaries.

3. Submit an Application for Chapter Membership to Medical Missionaries (attached).

4. Make a commitment to abide by the Medical Missionaries Chapter Guidelines (attached).

If you would like to form a Medical Missionaries Chapter, please contact Peter J. Dirr, Ph.D., by e-mail at peterdirr@gmail.com.
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Application For Chapter Membership

Name of Person Submitting Application _________________________________

Address _______________________________________


  ________________________________________

Phone _________________________________________

E-mail _________________________________________

Name of the Individual or Organization Hosting the Chapter _________________________

Size of Anticipated Membership ___________________

Where Will Meetings Be Held? _________________________________________

Anticipated Involvement (if known):


Volunteering __________________________________________________


Fundraising ___________________________________________________


Other ________________________________________________________

Date of Application ______________________________
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Chapter Guidelines

Medical Missionaries Chapters exist to support the mission and work of the Medical Missionaries.  Chapters are expected to abide by the following Guidelines:

1. Submit a completed Application for Chapter Membership, providing contact information for Chapter leadership.

2. Enroll members in the Chapter who are committed to the mission and work of Medical Missionaries.

3. Maintain records of the membership and activities of the Chapter.

4. Hold at least one community information sharing session each year to inform others about the work of Medical Missionaries.

5. Hold at least one Medical Missionaries fundraising activity each year. *

6. Consider organizing a group of volunteers for specific work assignments in the U.S. or abroad. **

7. Submit a report to Medical Missionaries headquarters each year and/or following each fundraising event, describing the work of the Chapter and its membership.

8. Refer any questions about Medical Missionaries that you cannot answer to the Medical Missionaries headquarters at the address and phone number above.

*  Fundraising activities might be for general support of Medical Missionaries or for specific projects.  Most of the general support funds are used to underwrite the costs of operating the clinic in Thomassique, Haiti (about $175,000 per year), including the salaries of 15 Haitian doctors, nurses, midwives, technicians and support staff.

** Volunteers serve various functions in the U.S., such as retrieving medicines, medical supplies, and medical equipment from donors in the eastern states, sorting and preparing supplies for shipment to the poor in many countries around the world, loading sea containers for shipment, fundraising, publicity and promotion, and preparing and mailing a newsletter.  Volunteers serve in Haiti and the Dominican Republic (and on occasion in countries in Africa) by helping to construct and maintain Medical Missionaries facilities, and helping with community development projects such as building water aqueducts and repairing houses.  

