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Four hurricanes, a lightening strike, impassi-
ble roads, and the clinic is still there. With all

i nthe chronic devastating problems facing the

people of Thomassique, Haiti, damage to
the only health clinic was not needed. But
the strength of the concrete building per-
sists despite damage to the solar panels
providing electricity to the site. It is said that
the true character of a person is seen under
the most adverse conditions. The Haitians
are a people used to trying to survive with
next to nothing. So they did forge ahead as
usual. More funding will be needed to re-
place the solar panels.

The clinic continues to be a great success
for the local population and will soon em-
ployee a total of four Haitian doctors.
Classes in prenatal care for pregnant
women followed by delivery in a health care
facility as opposed to a dirt floor hut with the
aid of a midwife represent a major break
through for the area. The efforts of Nick
Cuneo and Rita Baumgartner, Medical Mis-
sionaries Fellows, have led to the start of a

U srhalltfond pragram for a school in the area.

Networking with Feed My Starving Children,
three tons of dehydrated vegetable/rice
soup fortified with vitamins and iron was
shipped in a sea container in October. This
program is in addition to the renewal of a
USAID grant to Medical Missionaries for the
distribution of dehydrated soup in the vil-
lages around Banica, Dominican Republic. It
is becoming clearer to all involved that the
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best way to improve the health of a community is
with a approach to health, food and water. Medi-
cal Missionaries volunteer Peter Dirr , PhD, is ex-
ploring improving the local water supply on the
shared border of both countries. Medical Mission-
aries will also be working with Notre Dame, Center
for Disease Control and the World Health Organi-
zation on a salt program (containing a medicine
and iodine) to eradicate filariasis (a parasitic dis-
ease causing massive swelling of the legs) and
hypothyroidism (under active thyroid) both very
common on the island.

Beyond the daily attention to the details of running
the Thomassique clinic, Medical Missionaries has
partnered with other groups to help build health
clinic infrastructure in three African countries:
Ivory Coast, Congo and Ghana in the last few
months. Other shipments to Nigeria and Rwanda
are pending. Over the last few years, Medical Mis-
sionaries has made major sea container ship-
ments to thirteen African countries.

With the economy stressed worldwide, more direct
help to the very POOR of the greater Washington
DC area and Appalachia has been requested. The
volunteers of Medical Missionaries have re-
sponded with significant strides to fulfilling our
motto oPeople of AIllI
the Poord6 with increase
local health departments, hospices, and individu-
als. In this time of economic stress, please try to
remember the oOLeast of
for your continued support, donations and prayers.
May God bless you and your families in this Holi-
day season.
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Medical Missionaries Medical
Wins another US Aid Missionaries

Grant Caring Hearts Ball
By R. J. Wilson By Joan Irwin

On September 1, 2008 Medical Missionaries was awarded a USAIDPreparations are starting for the annual Caring Hearts Ball to
Grant for the distribution of food in and around Banica and Pedro  be held on Saturday, April 25, 2009. This year the Knights of
Santana, Dominican Republic. Medical Missionaries was awarded Columbus at All Saints Church in Manassas, VA have gra-
75 metric tons of a shelfstable food commodity prepared, stock- ciously donated their banquet hall to host the ball. Through
piled, and made available by Breedlove Dehydrated Foods, Inc. this gift, more of your generous donations raised will be able
valued at $173,000.00. In addition Medical Missionaries was to help those that truly need our help both locally and abroad.
awarded the sum of $99,980.00 for the receipt, rapid transporta-
tion, delivery and distribution of the commodities to vulnerable
populations in the Dominican Republic. The period of performance
is from September 30, 2008 through September 30, 2009.

What can you do to help with the next ball? If you have an

item that you would like to donate for a live/silent auction, or

would like to advertise in the Program Booklet, please contact

Dr . Il rwinds OBli6i ce at (703) 361
Medical Missionaries will use a program management approach to
this project. Mr. Kerby will be the overall Program Manager for the
project and will report directly to the President of Medical Mission-
aries while Tom Brock will serve as the-tountry manager.

If you would like to volunteer your time to visit local busi-

nesses and solicit donations or would like to volunteer for

many other oObehind the scenesd o
our next meeting on:

The program targets approximately 26 villages in Banica and Pedro
Santana. There are four categories of benefices in each village for
nutritional support: school aged children (preschool and elemen-
tary school), serious malnutrition children displaying stunted
growth, pregnant women and malnourished elderly. The overall

goal of the program is to enhance the health of the targeted popu- AS always, we thank you for your support and a special THANK
lation. YOU to the Knights of Columbus for the use of their facilities

on April 25, 2009!

Date: January 6, 2009
Time: 5:30 p.m.
Location: 9590 Surveyor Court
Manassas, VA 20110

This award marks another significant milestone in the growth of
Medical Missionaries and a solid partnership with USAID to help

the O0Poorest of the Poor. 6 Speci al INIRENIRCRNAORL  © O ¢

This newsletter is published . . .
quarterly by Medical Mission- The Anonymous Donor from the August 2008 Newsletter for their matching donation of

ariesinc. $5,000.00, and to all those who contributed with a donation in August 2008.
Manassas, VA.

Executive Director: Gilbert R.
Irwin, MD

Newsletter Staff:
Joan Irwin
To submit articles contact
joan_i@yahoo.com

Board of Directors
Medical Missionariescan be

contacted as follows: President Gilbert R. Irwin, MD
Vice-President Ken Kornetsky, MD
Gilbert R. Irwin, MD Secretary Carolyn Jeans, RN
9590 Surveyor Court Treasurer  Edward Wyrsch, CPA
Manassas, VA 20110
Telle:p;r;gn7e(:)é7g3é)1§g§561l6 Paul Byrne, DDS Peter Dirr, PhD
' (E-m)ail' David Horan, PhD Mark Mason, MD
medmissionaries@yahoo.con Charles La Rochelle, DDM Debra Parrish, RN
Website: Brian Brenner Anna Penna, MD

medicalmissionaies.info Ron Burrell Dave Snyder, MD
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Attacking Underlying Causes of Health
Problems

By Peter J. Dirr, Ph. D. tem in the city to see what it would take tomonitored, it has drawn the interest of
extend it to the residents who do not haveother groups in the country who have
water at their houses now. Some of you planted Jatropha over the past few years.
will remember that Peter Benedetto, did aWe are working with some of those
considerable amount of work with Medicalgroups to develop a database on Jatropha
Missionaries in the Banica and Pedro that could help farmers obtain higher
"'Santana areas of the Dominican Republicyields in future years.
and has been a regular Contributor to our
Medical Conferences. Peter will also visitThis is a fiveyear project. It takes two
a couple of the outlying villages to assessyears for the Jatropha trees to mature.
ways to deliver water to the villages. They begin to produce usable oil in the
Based on his report, the Thomassique Wathird year. The creation of oil (and other
- i er Committee will be able to develop a  by-products such as soap and fertilizer)
mfthcs“glggr??:g?\ttis I\Bleet(\jl\ilgaelnl\/‘?igs?gr?a?- lan for providing water to all res!dgnts of will increase irj years 4, gnd 5. By 'the
ies are also Workiﬁg t0 address some the city and wllaggs. Th_e plan will |r!cludeend of the pI’OjeCt,.We Wlllihave solid
of the underlying causes of health a program to provide a filter system in data on the potential of this crop for the
problems in the region: poor nutrition each household an_d th_e proper training orpeopl_e of thgz Central PIaFea.u as well as
contaminated water Ia{ck of clothing ’h_0\_/v to use and maintain the_ system. Theexperl_ence in how to (_:apltal!ze on that
and general poverty, Projects are aI,- y|S|t of the Peter Bene(_jetto is the first stemotgnnz_al. If the experiment is success-
ready under way to i.mprove the qual- in a long process to bnr_wg pota_ble water toful, |t_W|I_I prpwde_ a new source of cook-
ity of water in Thomassique and to the pe_ople of Thomas_S|qL_J(_a, with the ex- ing oil, I!ghtmg 0|I_, and biofuel for gen-
reduce poverty by introducing a new pectatlo_n that the ava_|lal_3|llty of potable erators in the region. It could_also result
biofuel crop to the region water will reduce the incidence of many ofin the creation of mmr@nterpnsgs such
' the health problems that stem from the  as a nursery for Jatropha seedlings, proc-
consumption of contaminated water. essing plants for the oils, soap, and fer-
tilizer, a distribution system for finished
Thomassique is a city of about 60 OOORea.ld abOL_Jt other ways Medical Missionarproducts, an_d_other businesses that are
people, half of whom live in the cit’y ies is helping to brlr_1g po}able water to thgnot now enwsmned. The staup costs
itself w,hile the other half live in six people of ThomaSS|que.|n the column ertfqr this pr(_)jec_t are covered. by (a} in
. ; ten by our two Fellowship holders. kind contributions from residents of the
outlying villages. Of the 30,000 peo-

le who live in the cit v half h region, and, (b) a restricted donation
pie who five In the city, only halt have Addressing General Poverty Medical Missionaries has received for
water at their homes (i.e., a water tap

outside their front doors). The other this purpose. Additional funds are being

half have to travel each dav with buck!n the last issue of this Newsletter, | wrotesought from a social development

ets to one of the public fo xta'ns in th about a biofuel crop, Jatropha, and the poagency on the island to cover training
. public fountains In e ntia) it has for the people of Haiti. In theand research costs.

city and haul water back to their

houses. In both cases. the water the intervening months, we have made pro-
T ’ ygress to initiate an experiment that ex-
receive is not potable and should be

filtered before human consumption plores the conditions under which Jatropha _‘
PUON- can best be grown, and how it might begin
to raise the economic level of the people in

Of the six outlying villages (with a : . E
combined population of 30,000), five Thomassique and the surrounding areas. :

E:zg ?ootfgyéfﬁ)r?gvéitez;ﬁczzetopggtpleT.hree church groups have agreed to con-
their water and many resort to taking i ribute Iand for this project: the_ church in
from creeks that are contaminated homassique, the church n C|r<_:a La
After meeting with the Thomassiqu.e Source, and an orphanage in Hinche. To-
Water Committee this Fall, Medical gether, they wil pIantlJatroph_a on about . . . .
Missionaries is arranging for Peter 5.5.ac.;res. _ The_exper|.rr.1ent.w_|ll m_voIve Nick Cuneo,MedlcaI_ Missionaries Fel-
Benedetto, a water specialist from thevana-tlons in sc_)ll condition, irrigation, an_d low & Friends

X planting technique. Because the experi-

U.S. tovisit Thomassm_w_e early next ment will be carefully administered and
year to analyze the existing water sys-

The Medical Missionaries clinic in
Thomassique, Haiti, is functioning in
high gear, with the addition of two
additional physicians, an additional
midwife, a lab technician, and soon a
X-ray technician. The clinic treats
between 100 and 150 patients a day,
people who suffer from hypertension,
diarrhea, vaginitis, parasites, ulcers,
skin infections, malaria and other dis-
eases. In addition to treating the sick

Providing Potable Water
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Journey to Thomassigue

By Tom Brock to a rousing cheer from the hundred or so locals who were

As evening started to roll in, we pulled into Thomas- watching.

sigue ending our six and a half hour journey. Earlier We were home freavhat more could go wrong after that?

that day we had loaded up the huge, old, and long  Or so | thought. As we hurried along, fighting our way thru

retired army truck and embarked from Banica on new mud holes, struggling up steep hills, and finally bounc-

what we expected to be a 2 to 2 1/2 hour trip. ing over brutally rocky ground we heard a loud clank and

T the bed of the truck sagged sharply to one

. side. We pulled to a stop to discover that

~#one of the rear truck sp
‘ ’\n and the rear axle was coming detached

""“_v I | § from the truck!

Banica resides in the Dominican Republic
just across the border from Thomassique,
Haiti. The actual distance is less than 25
miles. Yet the terrain and the extreme harsh
ness of the road makes the normal 150 min- :
ute trip seem like a life time. Two and a half e Fortunately, our driver is a resourceful
hours in pelting summer heat as the truck bounces fellow. He managed to wrap a heavy iron chain around the

across the rocky road, slugs its way through mud problematic axle and secured it well enough that we were
holes, crawls up hillsides that might make a mountain able to limp the final half hour into Thomassique! We were
goat think twice. Part of the journey we travel the leaking brake fluid and possibly transmission fluid too. The
ol nternational High A

A I e an t hi nghktsidefof the truck was resting

3 " R andhe @heels, but it refused to die
until we arrived safely at our desti-
nation.

many names for that
Highway isnot one of them.

This particular day the roads were ex-
tremely muddy after heavy rains. Lack of
properly engineered dirt roads to provide &
adequate drainage makes roads all the | ‘
more impassable. No equipment exists to . an extremely bouncy ride, belching
keep the road level or push mud off after a engine, | came to like that ugly old
rainstorm. And generally bad things happen whenevertruck that day. No normal vehicle would have made the

it rains. We found out on this day. journey that day across the 25
Aft er grooandgd oOsoefvfer al t i mem>1Ie s?cgon Bf [ao?d' hﬁoﬁa@iﬁen
ticularly treacherous stretches of quagmire as the sedan or a 4 wheel drive piciip
0l ocalsd6é6 call this stret EoHId%akeitthqfaectwlegagsgd,
match. We paid two locals to have them take down a a dump truck that was buried in

P ing that | could not sit normally for
days. But despite its lack of beauty,

section of their fence and let us drive across their the mud.

property. When we got back on the road we sank But as much as | now love that : -

again this time in three feet of mud and could not 00l d Green Beast, o6 | have a
move. dream! How life changing it would be for the people who

live here to have reasonably passable roads? To have cul-

verts in sections with poor drainage. To fill dirt, gravel,

stone in the Otrouble spots. o6 Eq
repair their roads. What a lovely dream it is to think of a 25

mile trip taking less than an hour!

The locals tried to dig us out. We tried to winch our-
selves out but the cable snapped. Finally hours later,
someone managed to get a tractor to come our way.
After several failed attempts and several nervous mo-
ments as the tractor itself seemed on the verge of
getting trapped in the muck, the truck was pulled free
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Engineering Update

By Ron Burrell With the electrical systems seeminglyhat very morning, but would not let me take a
working well, 1 rounded up a few of mytaxi home. Thank God for great friends and
July was mostly a period for catch up ofiaitian construction team members and waedicated MM volunteers like Geoff.
paperwork, information sharing with otheivent back to work on the new guest house. '
caregiving groups, long range (email) trouWe needed to construct and install eves foigot the battery cables and some other miscel-
ble shooting and vacation. We received setoth sides of the building and install théaneous parts together to be sent to Thomas-
eral inquiries concerning our clinic electridubber roofing. Again poor planning onsique with Yvon Aristide and Peter Dirr on
and water purification systems. One medic&lY part, and we found ourselves short b8/19. Actually Yvon was only going to Bani in
team from Derwood, MD wants to updat@boutzl feet on the rubber. Fortunately wihne DR, but he was to take the bag to Santo
their electric power system in a clinic in swhad lots of tin left from our original mate-Domingo and give it to Peter who was going
Haiti. Another group, considering building arfials shipment for our three truck letm all the way to Thomassique. The bag did not
orphanage behind our clinic in Thomassiquébat we cancelled. We put atemporarytmake it with Yvonds airpl
requested information on our water sourd®@of on the back end of the house to keepv onds son went to the a
and purification methods. The St Thomathe rain out. | headed back to Banica early; so it could be sent on the 20th. Peter was
rectory Onon generator failed and we helpel _Friday_ morning the 8th_. My first ex-no longer in S_anto Domingo whe_n it arriv_ed SO
to locate the right parts for repair. BriarP€rience in 1_0 years at trying out the I_DoYvon placed iton a bu_s to Banica. It finally
Brenner ordered the parts which were bigg&pinican Publico (publlc bus transportatlormade it to Fr Bertrand in Circa La Source and
than a breadbox and | prepared to hand Caﬁy,stem) was coming up. Dave Kirby ha@ventuglly to _Thoma55|ql_Je_. On the 21st we
them to Thomassique along with a prosthes@granged for the noon bus to stop at Hileard via email that the clinic had no power. |
leg that Dr Snyder had constructed for a Dd=entro to pick me up. At about 1:30 PMbegan a long process of trying to do long dis-
minican patient. the bus was seen headed to Pedro Santaaace trouble shooting via email. Power was
It did come back at about 2:30 PM to piclavailable during the day when the sun was out
Our Sea Container arrived, was downloaddfi€ and then it headed into Banica. As #nd the solar panels were generating it, but the
and stored in Banica in mid July in preparéNound its way throug_h the town, each pickienerator power was not reaching the clinic.
tion for shipment to Haiti. All of the sea conUP resulted in the driver getting out and a
tainer items designated for Haiti were haule§0 minute discussion before moving onin between email service, Jon Hauris and |
to Thomassique in our M35 Army trucksIhe noon bus left the town line at 3:30 PMprepared a grant request for 3 alternate im-
between July 15th and the 22nd. A grangy My watch very crowded with every-provements to the Thomassique Electrical
total of 6 truck loads were needed for thithing, but chickens and sheep. | tried to deystem. The first proposal was for an LP gas
task. Dave Kirby and his Dominican workerd little calculation to figure out if I could backup generator, the second was for addi-
accomplished this feat like professional moynake my flight which was to leave attional solar power and the third was for addi-
ers. 12:20 AM on the 9th, but was not feelingion of wind turbines. This grant is still pend-
totally comfortable. There are numerousg with the Rotary Club. On the first of Sep-
Fr Ronel spent the last week of July on vac#ilitary check points along 75% of thetember, we got the good news that the USAID
tion in the US. Fortunately for me, he hadioute to the Capitol. We stopped at eacdidod program is being renewed for Banica/
traveled through the Santo Domingo Airpor2nd a soldier came on board to hassleRedro Santana for this year. This is great not
| caught a red eye flight from DC to the DReW of the potential Haitian passengersonly because it helps the poor in the Banica
on Aug 1st. On his return from the US, Frhen the top soldier collected a paymenind Pedro Santana areas, but also because it
Ronel picked me up at the airport at 4 AM offom the bus door guardFinally reaching gives MM a way of paying Tom Brock for his
the 2nd and chauffeured me, the leg and tHee bus terminal in Santo Domingo | gointerface work in Banica with us.
generator parts to Thomassique. First order 8ff and started to hire a taxi to take me to
business was to replace the Scrubber batterf8§ airport. A young woman who couldafter two weeks of a very painful process, the
in the Staff House battery bank. A total of 26Peak a little English told me to get backaitian electrician finally found another faulty
had to be replaced because they were fi@. Beside the driver and door man, thekgable which was causing the clinic problem. It
years old. We had shipped 24 new ones in tM&re only three of us still on the bus. Afturned out that all of the cables from the gen-
sea container in order to bring the bank up #§ about 15 minutes we arrived at a busstator to the clinic had been damaged when
a 4 x 6 configuration. Everybody and theifntersection and the woman told me to gehe concrete pad had been laid for our storage
brother wanted one of the old batteries. Mo8ff and into a waiting taxi. She said the shed. The electrician was able to complete a
had no idea that they would need somethirf§iver was the husband of her girlfriendtemporary fix to bring the clinic power back to
to keep the batteries charged. Because drove off and after a while | started t;ormal.
poor planning on my part (I did not count ofécognize the route to the airport. How-
some of the cables being bad) we had to st@yer we turned off before the toll bootfThis summer had very severe weather months
at the4 x 5 configuration and also reduce th@nd the woman got out at her house aridr Thomassique and Haiti in general due to 4
Clinic battery bank by 4. This was not thdold me that the driver would take me on t@wrricanes hitting with full force. When things
best time for these reductions with the hurrfhe airport. Thanks to this angel, | made go bad they go very bad. On 9/19 we learned
cane and rainy season upon us and the pri€ethe Airport on time. Another long lay-that our staff house got hit by lightening. Af-
of diesel so high. As soon as | returned to tfver at JFK, but eventually | arrived backer a small fire in the power panel and the
states, | ordered parts and construction 8 Dulles.  Again, good ole GeoffHaitian electrician was called in, the fellows,

enough cables and some spares to bring $Eougham was waiting. ~ Geoff had re-
banks to the right configuration. turned from a school reunion in Colorado
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Nick Cuneo and Rita Baumgartner, reported very slow ride for the last 10 miles, but weoute meant that | needed to cross one river
that one inverter, one controller and severéihally were able to limp to our clinic. Totalby mule, ride a motor cycle about 2 miles to
solar panels were damaged. | was able tap was 6.5 hours. Our traveling companionthe second larger river and ride a horse
describe to Nick and Rita how to disconnedtad to spend the night at the staff house unditross it. Then another motorcycle ride
the bad Inverter so the good one would ruthey were able to return to Banica via the rivdsack to El Centro in Banica. The first river
by itself. The Haitian electrician was thertrossing route. Fr Ronel located two truckrossing was not too bad because my feet
able to jump the b amrdechanitywho diseoveded thak eohage pirt ttwmeret ahoge the water. The motorcycle ride
good one so that the entire staff house wouleld the spring to the axle had fallen outvas ok even for a fat boy like me. The
run on it alone with some power reduction§hey were able to replace it to bring the truckorse ride was different. | was on a straw

i.e. shut down of our second refrigerator. Weas back i n servi ce.saddlelahd itcamtinladly wastslidiggoto niya c k

decided to order 12 new panels and a contr@anica yet because the road was still blockedeft. The water level was up to the chest of
ler because they could be delivered to Manas- my guide and up to my knees while on the
sas before our next sea container wasfter surveying the lightening damage, | foundhorse. As | slowly started to list to the left,
shipped. As | tried to determine how andhat indeed the one inverter was totally deaty guide motioned to me to hold on to the
when | could get from Santo Domingo taand most of the panels were not producing ammprses mane. | followed his directions with
Banica in order to travel to Thomassique, power. Unfortunately, some of the panel dantrepidation, feeling that the horse would not
got a call from Yvon Aristide who informedage had been caused by the electrician rewieally appreciate this and was likely to give
me that he was going to Bani in the DR oing. Apparently he did not understand our 48e a nice trip over his shouldershat the
the 26" of September. | was able to get theolt system and he tried to rewire to find dorse would not really appreciate this and
same flight as Yvon from Miami on that daycombination of panels that would work. Hewvas likely to give me a nice trip over his
After arriving in SD, we met up with one ofmanaged to wire 4 of them in reverse with 8houlders. As | got off on the other bank, |
Yvonds friends, R o n ethers ina B8 xl4 consinatioa.nThig left 1Abapcomised myself that | never again would
Yvon and Ronel accompanied me to Banicpanels which may or may not have been dartake this route back to Banica.
| drove the whole way without too muchaged from the lightening strike. | was only
panic except in the middle of Santo Doable to find 6 of the remaining 12 that seemedy bus ride from Banica to SD was quite a
mingo. to be working properly. Since we are using kit better this time. | was picked up very
48 volt system, | could only hook up 4 of theselose to the scheduled time and the driver
When we arrived in Banica we found thato our one good controller. We had an Irknew where to drop me off at Maxima Go-
Nick and Rita were there and were planningerter that had been replaced and repaired lastz Ave. | walked about 7 or 8 blocks to
to go to the Capitol by bus in the morning sgear in our storage. We removed the faulthe Marriott Courtyard where | spent the
that Rita could meet and escort her dad wtame from the power panel and put this one inight. Yvon picked me up about noon on
was coming to visit. On Sunday, Yvon andt had not been tested since its repair and W®/4 in a different rental vehicle and we
Ronel drove off to Santo Domingo with Nickfound that the fan was not operating. As headed for the SD airport. | got the news
and Rita. Atila the Food Program M35 driveresult, it will only run in inverter mode for athat we had been charged over two hundred
and Manuel helped prepare for the trip tehort while before it over heats and shutdS dollars for the two day rental of the
Haiti. Danni was accompanying me for thelown. | found that it will work ok in the previous vehicle and the new one was going
week and Tom Brock decided to come alongharge mode with the generator so it shoutd be almost four hundred. Damage charges
We loaded up with diesel fuel and propankelp until the faulty one gets repaired or wevere to be determined. After returning
which Tom had purchased prior in preparaget a new one. | emailed Dr Irwin and Briatnome | found that we had been charged
tion for this trip. When we got almost toBrenner recommending that they order 8 moose to $1500 for the damage. Not much
Saltedere, we encountered a very severe msalar panels and asked Brian to call the Buyewe can do about it because our driver was
hole and fallen trees. The only solution wilarco, at Affordable Power to see if he couldot listed on the contract.
had was to detour over several home propdocate a Trace SW5548 Inverter similar to
ties. Of course | had to shell out a small feeurs. They have stopped manufacturing theSénce | did not see any physical evidence of
for each piece of land we drove over. At thand | was not able to locate any on the wedamage to our solar panels in Thomassique,
last house, we found that we were about Marco located one and got it shipped alonigassumed that the by pass diodes may have
feet above the road bed and there still waswath the 8 additional panels in time for the sebeen burned out. With the delivery of the

considerable amount of mud. We attemptedont ai ner . | di dnot n eew dolat ganels,,| wds wlle tdk obtain the n d

to drive down the bank, but in the process wiaformed me that our rental car was involvedharacteristics of the diodes. Although |
ended up caught in the mire. The wendn an accident in Santo Domingo. Havingould not find anyone who could match the
could not free us and actually broke while wgone through a similar situation last year pp a n e | manufactureroés
tried to use it. Eventually, a plow which wasvas not much consolation to learn that it waslectrical specs, | found Mouser Electronics
being utilized in Saltedere was brought to thine other car drivers fault. Try dealing witthad larger diodes with electrical specs simi-
site. After many attempts at lifting the fronthe foreign Car Rental companies, police arldr to those needed. | ordered a couple of
end of the truck and dropping it, the ploveredit card companies and you know who isundred to take with me on my next trip.
pulled us free and we got back on the road gming to pay.l had the unique chance to traveGeoff and | spent the next few weeks get-
Thomassique. Not very far along, the rightack to Banica via the river route at a timéng building supplies, new propane stove
rear end of the truck dropped onto the reavhen the water was at its highest level ifor the staff house and other essential items
tires. It looked like we had a brokenrearaxlg e ar s . I 6m sur e manrgadyofér oyrosea eootainerdwhicha was
and spring. Our resourceful Dominicanfoyed a video of my experience. | can lauglvaded and shipped on October"®After
were eventually able to jack up the truck andow thinking about how funny it would haveseveral attempts to find out if there were
use a chain to tie up the spring so that theoked, but at the time | was panicking. hkny plans for Banica vehicles to be traveling
truck bed was not rubbing on the tires. Itwad o n 6 t care that mu ¢ hthrdughr Santo eDbmeingo, hgotyanoshgr.call
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going on the 3% | still wanted to go sooner lem, but it removed power from the watersthe Custodial house problem, | found that the
because | had already made plans to travedoftener, the storage shed, the generatdan/overhead light was the major source of

to the west coast to visit my kids from 11/18building and the custodial house. After atheir problem, but the house wiring is such a
through 12/2 and a trip to Hispaniola right few wiring disconnects, | was able to iso- mess, it would take me a week to rip it all out
before my vacation trip was not what | late the problem to the custodial house.and replace it. | told Fr Ronel that he would
needed. Yvon called again and said hisThis left our maintenance personnel with-need to get a good electrician to rewire the
sister was very sick and therefore he wagut electricity until the exact cause could place, reminding him that it needs to be a
canceling his trip. Then | got an email from be isolated. On Monday we concentrated three wire grounded system like we are using
Tom Brock saying that Lulunn would be in on the solar panels. We had to remove théhrough out the complex.

Santo Domingo on the 3&and bereturning  panels from their mounting structure two

on the ® or 2% of November. | was lucky panels at a time take them from the roofl settled up accounts with Fr Ronel early
enough to find a reasonable priced ticket fortop to the dinning area of the staff house inSaturday morning and he had Fillip drive us

the 3%, but it would not arrive in time to order to work on them. Each panel uses ®ack to Banica. Tom Brock and | went to the
catch a bus on that day (All day travel with by pass diodes that had to be removed iparish in the afternoon in order to review the

lay over of 12 hours in Miami). Lulunn order to be tested. Over the next severathurch and school electric system. Fr
picked me up at the airport and drove me tadays, | found that close to 2/3 of the diodesO6 Har e woul d l'i ke to ad
the hotel for the nights stay. He picked upin the 24 panels were bad. The leads foiorder to reduce his use of diesel fuel. | esti-

at the hotel in the morning and drove me tothe replacement diodes had to be formed inmate he could essentially bring his fuel con-

a bus stop on the Avenue of the Americasa step fashion in order to fit in the panelsumption close to zero by investing about

We parked at the curb for about 15 minuteswiring box where the smaller original ones $30, 000 in solar panels, batteries and In-
while he kept in touch with the bus driver were located. It took almost four full days verter.

via cell phone. Finally the bus arrived and Ito do the retrofit of the panels. We also

found out that the driver was Nino who usedinstalled a new controller and tried unsuc-Fr O6 Hare is returning t
to work for Fr Pat at St Francis in Banica. |cessfully to see if we could change a fan inhe, Lulunn, Tom Brock and | headed for

had given him instructions on how to wire one of the Inverters. All the panels wereSanto Domingo Sunday afternoon. Fr had to

and install solar panels for the village radioreinstalled and reconnected to our powet ake 3 Haitians with us
systems about 7 or 8 years ago. | left oneystem on Thursday. On Friday we werefor follow up medical service. It was a tight
suitcase of meds with Lulunn which Dr Gil able to verify that the total system wasfit, but the roof rack on the Land rover saved

and Carolyn had packed for the St Francioperating as designed. the day. The four of stayed at the Courtyard
Pharmacy and got situated on the bus with Sunday night. Fr OO6Hare
my other suitcases so | only had to pay forDuring the week, | had had Fosteen andA M, but mine di dndt | eav

two seats. The bus arrived at El Centro inignace layout the foundation for our new Again my pal Geoff picked me up at Dulles
Banica at 6:30 PM Saturday evening. Nickguest house shower/ bathrooms. Fr Roelose to midnight. Construction teams will
Cuneo and Tom Rigot had travel to Banican e | 6 s brother, J 0 n desnext toetravel to the chnic ipdrderrolgét n g
from Thomassique via motorcycle and werehelper purchased all the pipes and hookedhe new guest house ready for the Surgery
there to greet me along with Tom Brock.them together to meet our needs. Oftrip in February
Although | had asked Fr Ronel to pick me course my good friend Boulou helped with
up at 1 PM on Sunday, Nick said he wouldthe digging. We were fortunate that a
be there at 10 AM Banica time because heeady made septic tank is already installed
had other obligations in the afternoon. Onnext to the generator house. Everything is
Sunday, we sat around waiting until aboutready for our construction crew to add
1: 30 PM, but he di d doooways and enslose thiéerestoooms witen 6 t
reach him by phone so Tom called Atila andthe sea container arrives.
he agreed to drive me to Thomassique in the
M35. Danni and Manuel already were | got a chance to check out the water pump
packed to go with me to work so we situation and verified that the check valve
rounded up Wilkie to have a return compan-is bad causing our pump to run almost all
ion for Atila. Before we got to Saltedere, the time. We had thought that we had a
we met Fr Ronel heading to Banica. Danni,eak under the staff house and | had in-
Manuel and | switched vehicles and thestalled a switch for the pump electric so weHurricane and flood damage area Thomassique
M35 returned to Banica while we headedcould sleep at night without the motor
for Thomassique. whirl. 1 had planned on bringing a new
check valve along with me, but my eld
As soon as we arrived at the staff house, timers disease made me forget to buy one.
was immediately able to isolate the cause of asked Tom Rigot to look for one in
one of the last reported problems. Nick hadHenche. He was not able to find one thou.
reported that the batteries were not holdinglonas thinks he can get one in Port au
charge after the generator was shut off. IPr i nc e, but Il &m heading to Home Depot
found that one of the circuits going externaljust in case.
to the staff house was drawing more power
than the staff house itself. This resulted inWe also moved the Haitian house off of
virtually no charge going to the batteries.the staff house electric and rewired it to
Shutting down that circuit cured the prob- one of the clinic circuit breakers. Back to

Guesthouse/shower preparations



